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Catching Up With an Old Friend in 
Japan 


Learn how to greet someone you haven't seen in a long time 
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Also Appears In: Conversational Japanese for Absolute Beginners 


Absolute Beginner—Fun and Easy Level 1 Japanese 
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Dialogue Vocabulary Lesson Notes Lesson Transcript Comments 


o Dialogue - Japanese Hide (A) 


GED rein Romaji Hiragana All 
(@) (&) [at airport 

@) @) A & 719-87 

@) @) B FELEA BOSLSITT! 

@) @) A BOsL SICH! 


oO Vocabulary Hide (A) 


im English @&) kana Romaji 
: SA [XA] 1 EXAMPLE 
U @) @) ®) polite name suffix, similar to Mr. or Mrs. 
(@) @) BREAK, Mtoy bt. 
@) Mr./Ms. Tanaka is a pilot. 
= @) @) ® BALSY TH [BOSELSY CI] EXAMPLE @ 
: =7 Long time no see. (formal) 


@) @ F49-&A, BOSLII TH, 


@) Taylor, long time no see! 
XK Lisy - [O & List), ] 1 EXAMPLE @ 
© © G Long time no see. (informal) 
(@) (2) ABSA, DELI CH. 
@) Taro, it’s been a long time. 
Add to Flashcard Deck | | Add to Word Bank | | Slideshow | | Take Quiz 
Lesson Notes Hide () 


Lesson Focus 


The Focus of This Lesson Is Greeting Someone You Haven't Seen In a Long Time. 
Masato-san! O-hisashiburi desu! 

EELSAILSVELSEY TS! 

"Masato! It's been awhile!" 


In this lesson, you will learn a phrase you can use to greet someone you have not seen in a long time. 


O-hisashiburi desu! 


To greet someone you have not seen in a long time, you can say O-hisashiburi desu (BUe Ls) GF. ), which means 
"Long time no see" or "It's been awhile." 


Note that you can only use this phrase if you met the person before and haven't met with or spoken to the person in a long 
time. 


The informal version of this phrase loses the o- in the beginning and the desu at the end. You can use this phrase with close 
friends and family members: Hisashiburi (Us LS). ), which is a casual way to say "Long time no see" or "It's been 
awhile." 


Examples from This Lesson 


1. Teira: Masato-san! O-hisashiburi desu! 
Masato: O-hisashiburi desu! 
FTAF-SKSECA!SVESILSEVY TT! 
EEE! SOSILIY CT! 

Taylor: "Masato! It's been awhile!" 
Masato: "Long time no see!" 


Key Vocabulary & Phrases 


* -san (-% A) 

In the dialogue, Taylor and Masato refer to each other by attaching the word -san to each other's name. 

We use this -san to show respect to the other person, and we should always attach it to the name of someone you don't 
know well or someone who has a higher social status than you. 
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